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TX THEREAS our H. Father, P. Pius 
| WI. has judged it expedient 10 


make ſome alterations in regard to the 


Feaſts of the Saints, which have been here- 
tofore kept in theſe parts, it is become ne- 
cetiary that we communicate the ſame to 


you, But previoufly, it is fitting that you _ 


be put in mind that this point appertains 
to diſcipline only, and not to diftrine; for 
diſcipline and doctrine are two different 
things. The dodrine of the Church con- 
veys to you the ſacred truths revealed of 


God, which are unalterable; but its di/c/- 
þline regulates your practices and obſervan- 
ces, which are not unalterable: they are 


not 
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not determined by divine revelation, but are 


left to be determined by ſpiritual ſuperiours, 


according to their prudence and direction. 


Thus for inſtance, to come to the mat- 


ter in hand, it is the received doctrine of 
the Church, that the Saints in heaven do 


offer up their prayers to God, for our re- 
lief, through Chriſt our Lord and Re- 


deemer: that it is not only lawful, but 
profitable alſo, to beg their prayers and 


interceſſion for us: and that we ought to 


honour them, on account of the relation 


which they ſtand in towards the Almighty, 
as his choſen friends and favourites. This, 
I fay, is matter of dectrine, which never 
may be altered, becauſe it is the truth, 
taught by the Church of God, the piliar 


and ground of the truth. But it is matter 


of mere diſcipline, that certain days are ap- 
pointed to be kept holy, in remembrance of 
the Saints, This diſciphne may vary ac- 
cording to the various exigencies of time 


and place, In times paſt, there were 


Holydays kept in honour of ſome Saints, 


which are not obſerved at preſent, The 
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Feaſts of ſome particular Saints are com- 


manded to be kept, with great ſolemnity, 
in one country, which are not commanded 


to be kept, at all, in another. In matters 


of this nature, it belongs to the Paſtors of 
the Church to order what is to be done; 
to eſtabliſh a Feaſt, or to ſuppreſs one, as 
they find it expedient and ſuitable to the 


circumſtances of the Flock. 


Wherever ſuch days are, by proper au- | 
thority commanded to be kept, every one 


is bound in conſcience to keep them Holy. 
_ Firſt, by the practices of religious duties; 


but above all, by hearing maſs with atten- 


tion and devotion ; and ſecondly, by reſt- 1 


ing from ſervile works, in order that, the 
concerns of this world being ſet afide for a 
while, you may, with more freedom, ap- 
ply yourſelves to the concerns of the next 
world. For the end, which the Church 


bas in view, is your ſanctification, that 


you become holy yourſelves, by keeping 


the day holy. And there can be no doubt 


but that the due obſervance of ſuch an 
inſtitution is moſt likely to produce this 
: lalutary 
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ſalutary effect. Time well ſpent in rligi- 
ous duties, is time well ſpent indeed. It 
gives honour and glory to God, it draws 


down his bleſſings to ſoften the hardened 
inner, to awaken the ſlothful, to ſtrengthen 


the teeble, and to Improve the moralsof all, 


But, on a other hand, if the d of 
religion are neglected on ſuch days: if 
worldly buſineſs, from which you ought 
to reſt, is nevertheleſs followed on thoſe 


days as much as on others, the conſe- 
quence muſt needs be, that you loſe all 


thoſe advantages, and, which is ſtill worſe, 
incur the guilt of fin by diſobeying the 
commaridment of the Church. Every one 
that has learnt his catechiſm knows that 


the Faithful are bound to hear and obey 


the Church, under pain of being reputed 
diſobedient to God himſelf. Chriſt, when 


he ſent his diſciples to preach, told them, 


He that heareth ycu, heareth me; and he that 
deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and he that de- 


ſbiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me, Luke, 


ci. Xx. v. 16. The Church, therefore, 
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acting thus in the name, and under the 


authority, 


11 
authority, of God, has a right to expect 
obedience from you, when ſhe commands 
certain days to be kept holy; which if you 
neglect to do according to the beſt of your 
abilities, you contract the guilt of fin every 
time that you ſo neglect it. 


An afflicting truth, indeed, conſidering 
that the neglect is ſo frequent, ſo generally 
prevailing. 
which, for ages paſt, had been kept with 
the moſt punctual obſervance, have been 
ſo little regarded of late years, that we may, 
in ſome meaſure, apply to the preſent times 
that lamentation of the prophet Jeremy, c. 
i. v. 4, Where he ſays: The ways of Sion 
mourn, becauſe there are none that come to the 
ſolemn feaſt, The caſe then was, that the 
temple had been deſtroyed, and its ſolem- 
nities aboliſhed, And we may truly fay, 
for the preſent time, that there are few that 
come to the ſolemn Feaſt, whatever 1 is the 


_ cauſe of it. 


There are, it muſt be owned, ſeveral 
hindrances that have combined together to 
introduce =_ 
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| whoſe circumſtances are a material hin- 
dirance: they are at too great a diſtance, or| 
they are engaged in ſervice where they are 
for all their time, to labour for the ſupport] 


of a family. Others again, though not, 
in truth, ſo ill circumſtanced but they 


cuſe, and charge their omiſſions to the ac- 


who make no profeſſion of obſerving ſuch | 


_ perſuaſion in the minds of many, that it is 


1 


introduce and to ſpread the diſorder: butt" 
it is not every hindrance that is ſufficient to ol 


Juſtify the omiſſion. Much may be owing to! t 
a general decay of zeal and fervour : but! i 
that cannot be called a juſtification, in} t 
good ſence: becauſe a decay of fervour is? 
your own fault. Some, indeed there are} t 


not at liberty; or poverty, perhaps, calls 


might do ſomething, are nevertheleſs wil. 
ling to catch at every appearance of an ex-| 


count of their circumſtances, when, in fact, 
they ſhould be charged to their indolence. 
Theſe, and ſeveral other hindrances, all 
ſtrengthened by the example of a people | 


days, have, at laſt, almoſt eſtabliſhed a} 
a matter of no great concern whether they 


keep a Holyday or not, I his has rendered 
- er I 


in. L fubnantial excuſe : 
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the matter truly perplexing to the Paſtors 
Jof the Church. For, all things conſidered, 


there appears no probability of reſtoring 


b That obſervance to its primitive vigour : at 
. the ſame time, it is manifeſt that, ſo long 
Fas the commandment of the Church con- 


I tinues in force, there are many fins com- 


. A mitted by thoſe that diſobey without a 
and to diſtinguiſh when 
there really ſubſiſts ſuch an excuſe, and 


when not, is, in many caſes, extremely 
difficult : Therefore, to remedy this evil, 
the ſuperiours of the Church have judged it 
expedient and ſuitable to the preſent cir- 
cumſtances, to alter the diſcipline hereto- 


tore enjoined, and to ſuppreſs ſome of the 
Holydays, as thinking it better not to lay 


any longer a precept for thoſe days on 
people who are ſo little able, or o little 1 in- 
elined, to obſerve it. 


For the future, therefore, dy theſe 


days are commanded to be kept holy :--- 
Imo. All Sundays in the year, without 
exception; and Eaſter-Monday and Whit- 
ſun-Monday, 2do. Chriſtmas day. 3tio. 
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The Circumciſion of our Lord, 4to, The 


Epiphany, Sto, Aſcenſion day, to, The 
Feaſt of Corpus Chriſti. ymo, The An- 
nunciation and the Aſſumption of our B, | 
Lady, Sto, 88. Peter and Paul, gno. | 


All-Saints day, 1ome, The Patron of | 
the place, where it is cuſtomary to keep | 
one. All the other Holydays are ſuppreſ- | 


ſed; and theſe which I have now ennume- | 
rated are the only ones that you are com- 
manded, for the time to come, to keep 
holy, by reſting from ſervile work, by 
hearing maſs, : and practiſing other religious | 


_ exerciſes, 


And whereas ſeveral of the Wefers 


Feaſts had their proper vigils or eves, on 
which you are bound to keep faſt and abſti- 


nence, according to the ordinance of Holy 


Church, that point of diſcipline as now 


altered in this manner, viz. The obliga- 


tion is removed, and laid upon the Wedneſ- 


days and Fridays of Advent, which for the 
future, are to be obſerved with faſt and ab- 


ſtinence, in lieu of thoſe vigils, 


But 
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and difficulties of many, as to relieve you 
from the obligation of keeping thoſe Holy - 
days, yet ſhe ſtill maintainsthe ſame doctrine 


But notwithſtanding that the Church | 

{ 

| 

concerning the Saints; ſhe ſtill ſets before 
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has condeſcended ſo far to the weakneſs 


you their virtuous lives for your imitation ; 
ſhe ſtill exhorts you to ſeek to them for 
aid and aſſiſtance thro' Chriſt our Lord. 
It is with grief and concern that ſhe finds 
herſelf reduced to this neceſſity of relaxing 
her former diſcipline: and we truſt that 
every one, who has any zeal for the Houſe | 
of God, will humble himſelf on this occa-= # 
fion in the divine preſence, and lament 1 
the ſhare which he may have had in propa- 
gating the diſorder. In ſuch caſes, it be- 
comes the duty of every good Chriſtian 
to make amends for the breach that is 
made, as much as lies in him, by a more 
exact obſervance of the few Feaſts which 
are ſtill commanded to be kept. Where 
much cannot be done, a little muſt ſuffice; 
but that little ſhould be wel! done: the 
burthen that remains is not heavy, the ob- 
ligations 
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